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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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1)£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 January 2007 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Prosecution Application 

1 . The request filed on 1/26/07 for a Continued Examination (RCE) is accepted and 
a RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shimanaka 
etal, USP PGPub 2004/0127313. 

4. The applied reference has a common assignee and one like inventor with the 
instant application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

5. Re elms 1-9, Shimanaka discloses a v-belt type CVT (1) for a vehicle comprising: 

• A source of a line pressure (1 1 ) 
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• Primary and secondary pulleys (2 and 3) arranged on input and output 
sides, the pulleys being subjected to primary-pulley and secondary-pulley 
pressures produced from the line pressure 

• A V-belt (4) loop over the primary and secondary pulleys (2 and 3), the V- 
belt engaging in V-grooves in the pulleys, the groove being changed in 
width through a differential pressure between the pulley pressures 

• An electronic control unit which controls the line pressure, the ECU being 
programmed to (paragraphs 0013-0063 discusses CVT and the operation 
sequence of controller and Figure 5): 

o Input a first torque signal obtained by estimating an estimated 
engine torque in accordance with an engine rotation speed and the 
target shift ration in accordance with vehicle operating conditions 
(paragraph 0016) 

o Input a second torque signal obtained by detecting an actual engine 
torque, wherein the actual engine torque is derived by calculating at 
least the engine rotation speed and a fuel injection period 
(paragraph 0022) 

o Synthesize the first and second torque signals to provide an 
estimated-torque signal; Control the line pressure in accordance 
with the estimated-torque signal; To set the first torque signal as 
the estimated-torque signal when the engine torque rises; Subject 
the first torque signal to differential processing and smoothing 
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processing; Determine a sum of the first torque signal as subjected 
and the second torque signal; Determine a greater one of the first 
and second torque signals; Determine a smaller one of the sum 
and the greater one; Set the smaller one of the sum and the greater 
one; Set the smaller one as the estimated-torque signal 
(paragraphs 0022-0063) 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Pilkington whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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2/12/07 




RICHARD RIDLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



